
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Cantabile Jongen 

* HYMN 462 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  Ratisbon 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Now is the time for commitment! 

People: We are called to serve others in God’s name. 

Leader: Open our hearts today, Lord, to hear your voice! 

People: Help us feel your presence and seek your direction! 

Leader: Enable us to be true and faithful to you. 

People: Be with us now and always as we serve you with joy! 

INTROIT           Harold Friedell 
Day by day, day by day, 
O, dear Lord, three things I pray: 
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, 
follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

MINUTE FOR GRATITUDE                Lauren Bigler and Ilta Schulzrinne 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious Lord, we unjustly complain that we do not have enough - 
enough time, enough talents, enough resources - to do the work you 
have called us to do.  We confess that we can be so busy complaining 
about what we don’t have that we neglect to look at all we do have.  
Forgive us when we fail to be adventurous in spreading the gospel.  
Move us from the passivity of self-doubt into bold service using the 
multitude of gifts we have been given.  In the name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened         
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 



 

 

PRESENTATION OF FOOD AND MONETARY OFFERINGS 
Members of the congregation are invited forward to bring their donations to the 
Sukkah. All gifts are donated to the Center for Food Action here in Englewood. 

* HYMN (in bulletin) We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator   
   Kremser 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes.  Youth remain in Worship + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 1:12-18 

ANTHEM Serve Bone di Lasso 
  EMILY MCSPADDEN, ALTO; CARSON BAKER, TENOR 

Thou good and faithful servant; Because thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will place thee over many things. Enter into the joy of the Lord, thy God.  
           MATTHEW 25:23 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 25:14-30 

SERMON                              “Impact” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  Commitments for 2015 will also be received.  

OFFERTORY Beautiful Savior arr. Christiansen  

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 425 Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining  Abbot’s Leigh 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Lobe den Herrn (Praise the Lord) Karg-Elert  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Joseph Jongen (1873-1953) was a Belgian organist and composer, and professor of 
composition at the Royal Conservatory in Brussels. Among his many compositions for 
organ are the ‘Symphonie concertante’ written for the Philadelphia orchestra and the 
organ at the Wanamaker store. Composer, organist and choirmaster Harold Friedell 
(1905-1958), a native of New York state, is perhaps best known for the anthem “Draw 
us in the Spirit’s tether.”  Friedell held organist positions in Jersey City and Manhattan. 
He achieved wide recognition for the music program he ran at St. Bartholomew’s on Park 
Ave.  He died of heart attack at the age of 53, leaving behind a body of around 100 
works, including many anthems, hymn tunes and organ pieces.  Orlando di Lasso 
(1532-1594) was a Flemish late renaissance composer in the polyphonic style. Spending 
most of his career in Munich, he was eagerly sought out by composition students from 
across Europe. He left over 2000 compositions. Today’s duet is a simple imitative setting 
of the familiar words from Matthew’s Gospel. F. Melius Christiansen (1871-1955) 
was a Norwegian-born organist, choral conductor and violinist.  After Study at Augsburg 
College in Minneapolis, he returned to Europe to study in Leipzig, wotking with Bach’s 
successor at St. Thomas Church. From 1901-1944 he was head of the Music department 
at St. Olaf College and built the St. Olaf choir into an internationally recognized 
ensemble.  Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877- 1933) was a German composer of considerable 
fame, best known for his choral works, orchestral music, and especially his compositions 
for organ and harmonium. Sigfried Karg studied music at the Leipzig Conservatory, where 
he would become a staff member in 1919. In the early part of his career, his agent 
suggested he add Elert to his surname. Karg-Elert's works, especially those written for 
organ, enjoyed reasonable popularity in the United States.  

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Zephaniah 1:12-18 (NRSV) 
 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish 
the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their 
hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 13Their 
wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, 
they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;  
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day  
of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such 
distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they 
have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like  
dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold  
will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire  
of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible 
end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSV) 
 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once 
and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those 
slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with 
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to 



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Eddie Farrell & Andrew Platek: Co-Captains 
     Logan Beharry    Rachel Kumor         Carolina Zuluaga  
   
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Alyson Kumor. Alyson is an 8th grader at 
Roy W. Brown Middle School in Bergenfield, NJ. She plays the violin in the 
orchestra there and is a three year member of the Drama Club. She is also  
a member of the National Junior Honor Society. At First Presbyterian, she is 
an active member of the youth group. Alyson has served as project manager 
on calendar sales and co-manager of the Unicef project with her sister, 
Rachel.  She has assisted teachers in church school classes for younger 
children and is an usher on most youth Sundays. 

him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You 
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, 
and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 




